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approves. It will be remembered that when it was proposed to
borrow from France what we now know as the closure, it
seemed certain for some time that with the thing we should
borrow the name, cloture; a press campaign resulted in closure,
for which we may be thankful. The same might have been
done for, or rather against, racial, if only some one had thought
of it in time,
AMERICANISMS
Though we take these separately from foreign words, which
will follow next, the distinction is purely pro forma; American-
isms are foreign words, and should be so treated. To say this
is not to insult the American language. If any one were asked to
give an Americanism without a moment 5s delay, he would be more
likely than not to mention I guess. Inquiry into it would at once
bear out the American contention that what we are often rude
enough to call their vulgarisms are in fact good old English.
I gesse is a favourite expression of Chaucer's, and the sense he
sometimes gives it is very finely distinguished from the regular
Yankee use. But though it is good old English, it is not good
new English. If we use the phrase—parenthetically, that is,
like Chaucer and the Yankees—, we have it not from Chaucer,
but from the Yankees, and with their, not his, exact shade of
meaning. It must be recognized that they and we, in parting
some hundreds of years ago, started on slightly divergent roads
in language long before we did so in politics. In the details of
divergence, they have sometimes had the better of us. Fall is
better on the merits than autumn, in every way: it is short,
Saxon (like the other three season names), picturesque; it
reveals its derivation to every one who uses it, not to the scholar
only, like autumn; and we once had as good a right to it as the
Americans; but we have chosen to let the right lapse, and to use
the word now is no better than larceny.
The other side of this is that we are entitled to protest when
any one assumes that because a word of less desirable character
is current American, it is therefore to be current English.
3766	C

